observations and early-instrumental observations with a poster session between them, during which the authors could be approached. On the last day of the conference, the participants had an opportunity to learn about the history of Toruń and have a sightseeing tour of its major tourist attractions.
Each thematic session was supplemented by papers presented by keynote speakers, who were to provide a concise summary of the current state of knowledge of the individual natural environments that prevail in polar areas. For this purpose, some of the top specialists from around the world were invited. The following speakers took the fl oor on the fi rst day: Conference presentations covered as many as 27 papers and posters by 75 researchers from Canada, Estonia, Germany, Iceland, Norway, Poland, Russia, Sweden and the USA.
The conference was fi nancially supported by the IASC, the Offi ce of the Marshall of Kujawsko-Pomorskie Voivodeship, the Ministry of Science and Higher Education, the Polish Academy of Sciences (PAN) and the Nicolaus Copernicus University in Toruń. Thanks to the funds, it was possible to cover the cost of participation of 8 keynote speakers and 9 young researchers who has only started their scientifi c careers.
In the fi nal discussion, summing up the conference, participants agreed that, for example, the interdisciplinarity of polar research should be improved by inviting researchers representing other fi elds of science to collaborate. Another conclusion was that, given the almost dramatic environmental changes observed in particular in the Arctic, the research needs to be enhanced. All the participants also supported the idea to hold the 3 rd International Conference -Polar Climate and Environmental Change in the Last Millennium -in an extended circle of scientists in 2020.
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